
MISSION STATEMENT

ACEP’s mission is to:
Identify and give status to the 

catering and event planning industry as 
a whole and  to represent its 

desires and best interests to the 
community at large; 

Promote the exchange 
of common ideas and solutions;
 Develop a cordial relationship 

among its members; 
Present to the members 

 programs of educational value 
relating to catering, event 

industries and allied businesses.

Member benefits include:
web page, monthly meetings and   

 newsletter, membership 
directory, member discounts, 

discounted  advertising & 
eligibility to join 

Rivermark Community Credit Union
and more! 
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Dear ACEP Members

Have you ever wanted more money in the budget for continuing 
education, but the electric bill comes first, or the new equipment is a 
bigger priority.  How about if someone just gave you $750 just for that 
reason and no strings attached (well almost, you do have to fill out an 
application).  Your organization wants to do just that for you.  Did you 
know that we have the “ACEP Scholarship Program” and as long as 
you have been a member for a year you are eligible.  You can find all 
the details on our website at 
http://www.acep.com/acep_scholarship.htm.  Deadline for application 
is October 20th, 2009 so get your 
applications in.  Winner of the 
scholarship will be announced at the 
November Gala so plan on attending.

As the holidays is the next big event in our schedule I remembered this 
story, I thought it would sit well with you and make you think, it did me!  

“Very early in the morning last December, my husband and my eight 
year old son happened across a United States Army soldier on an exit 
ramp near the town where we live. It was a very cold Sunday morning, 
when frost lay on the ground and tree limbs were stark and twisted 
against a thick gray sky.

Not too many other cars were out, and those who were out were 
hurrying to get somewhere, exhaust coming from each car in warm-

looking puffs as they glided down 
the highway, frost still on the 
windshields. My husband and son 
were coming home from my son’s 
6 AM hockey game, and looking 
forward to getting breakfast 
out together and then returning 
home, where the rest of us lay 
dreaming.  

As my husband approached 
the end of the ramp the soldier 

got out of his car, a grey Maxima that 
had broken down. The soldier was in full 
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dress uniform, and was cold, and very young; early twenties, my 
husband guessed.

My husband pulled over to see what he could do to help. The 
soldier needed a cell phone, he said he was going to call his 
girlfriend to see if she could come, get him, his two daughters 
(his daughters were bundled in the cold car) and bring them back 
home to Derry, NH, where they lived.  

My husband looked into the car and saw the soldier’s four year 
old, dressed in her best party dress, and a baby, zipped up to her 
chin into her thick snuggly. The three of them had been on their 
way to a Christmas party at the Boston barracks when the car had 
chosen that time to die. At this point, the soldier was just trying to 
get home; the party had been given up on. The little girl grinned at 
my husband from the back seat, and I know he must have grinned 
back at her, too.  

My husband moved the little girls into our car, where the four year 
old proceeded to become very interested in my eight year old 
“she was patting me,” he reported in a resigned way to me later, 
upon the re-telling of their memorable morning and the men talked 
about the young soldier’s options. My husband told me that this 
young man was, to him, a soldier first someone who already, with 
his young life, done much for us just by his service but he was 
also a young man who still didn’t have all the answers. We have 
a son of our own who is just a few years younger than this soldier 
who was sitting beside him. The soldier didn’t have Triple A, and 
he had no one to call for help. As the baby stared, round-eyed, 
at them all, my husband offered his Triple A for a tow, and then 
offered to take the soldier and the children into Boston for the 
party. The soldier had decided to just try to get back home, and so 
they called for the tow and my husband offered to drive the three 
of them back to New Hampshire.  

They chatted as they waited; my husband commented that the 
Christmas party sure was early, if they had been on the road at 
six in the morning, and the soldier commented that “the army 
does everything early.” They all sat together, my family and his, 
and then headed up north after the tow truck came, the soldier’s 
broken-down car following behind them.  

There is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, guarded twenty-four 
hours a day with honor in Washington, D.C., but there is also the 
living Unknown Soldier, among us every day. Crippled by war, 
perhaps, or mentally ravaged by what he has seen in a country far 
away, or maybe just young, and needing a hand with the stuff of 
everyday life they are here, with us right now.
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We are sometimes stymied by the American soldier - how do you begin to thank people who pick up a gun 
and say good-bye to everyone who matters and fly far away because they believe in protecting the country 
we all live in?

Sometimes, you give them a cell phone and your Triple A, and make sure their children are warm. My 
husband watched the uniformed soldier and his dressed-up little girls climb the steps of their big old 
three-family house, where toys dotted the yard and the frost was beginning to thaw and show the green 
underneath. My husband was reluctant to talk about this to me, downplaying the aid he had offered. But 
eight year olds sing like canaries. I think my husband feels that at the end of the day, it was just one dad 
helping another dad get his children home. And one man helping another, too, trying, through his actions 
to say thank you very much, Unknown Soldier, for all you have given up and gone through and laid down 
for all of us, even though to you, we are Unknown Americans.

No matter if you believe we are where we are suppose to be or not, it’s not the soldiers fault that we are 
there he is just trying to protect his country.  I challenge you to thank one this holiday season for their 
service.

One is glad to be of service,
Jim Park
Heaven Scent Espresso
2009 ACEP President

Presidents Thought for the Month:
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Tuesday, Oct 20th, 2009

5:30-7:30 PM

Location:  World Forestry Center
4033 SW Canyon Rd. 
Portland, OR 97221

Hook & Reel or Full Disclosure: The Truth about Publishing Your Pricing
 

For many of us, posting our prices is a huge dilemma. What if the pricing scares prospects away, 
or if our prices allow our competitors to undercut us?

The good news is that there real reasons to post (and not to post) pricing, depending on 
your strategic approach. Whether this is the right strategy for your business is up 

to you, and this presentation will help you make that decision.

 In this presentation, you will learn: 
•The top five reasons to post your pricing 

•The top five reasons NOT to post your pricing 
•How to get exactly figure out what’s right for you 

Plus, the absolute worst networking pricing you could ever make 

          5:30 PM Early Bird Networking
          6:00 PM Food and Bar Provided by DeAngelo’s Catering 

October 2009 Membership Meeting

Laughter... The Best Medicine
(Courtesy of Jim Park, your President)

“So, how are you getting along with your gorgeous new girlfriend?”

“Not so good. I asked her whether she could learn to love me.”

“Yeah -- and?”

“She asked how much I was willing to spend on her education.”



2009 ACEP Membership
__________________

A Floral Affair  

A KTVA Production, LLC

Ambridge Event Center

Angelica Photography 

Artist Center Catering

Best In Brew

Bigler Produ ctions

Bravo!  Publications

Chocolate Craft Kits

Clowns Unlimited  

Courtyard by Marriott  
Portland North Harbour

Crave Catering  

Cromwell Forma lwear  by 
Mr. Formal

DeAngelo’s Catering & Events  

DigitalPo pcorn .Net

Espresso Volare Catering  

Event Floral 

Event Team Entertainment

Extraordinary Events, LLC  

Floral Dreams

Food Services of America

Harris & Harris Photography

 Heaven Scent Espresso

High Fidelity Entertainment

Hollywood Lighting Services 
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Upcoming 
Meeting Dates:

_____________

November 17th
Red Lion Hotel - 

Windows

New Members:

Personal Bartenders, Heidi Ferguson
heidi@personalbartendars.com



2009 Membership Continued
________________________

Jo Foody’s Catering

Maletis Beverage

Monarch Hotel & Conf. Center 

Norse Hall Association

Notes of Celebration

Oregon Culinary Institute

Oregon Restaurant Association

Paparazzi Tonight

Peter Corvallis Productions

Personal Bartenders

Portland Catering Company

Premier Bride Magazine 

Proforma All-Source

Red Lion Hotel Portland-
Convention Center

Rivermark Credit Union

Royce’s P rop  Shop  

Summit Brokerage

Taste Choc olate, LLC

TBIncentives

The Acadian Ballroom

The Arista Ballroom

The Doll House Tea Room

The Master’s Meals Catering

Vivace Voices, Ltd. &  
The Fireside Carolers

Wild Bill’s NW  
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 Potluck in the Park

SAVE THE DATE

Third Annual Winter Warm Concert
(a fundraising event benefiting Potluck in the Park)

featuring Tom Grant on 
Sunday November 15

Hosted by ACEP member Acadian Ballroom.  

Last years concert had guests asking when the next 
concert would be as they were leaving the room, 

it was that outstanding.  

PiP is looking for major sponsors.  Consider asking 
your clients, vendors, friends, family and even 

yourself how you can help this organization 
with getting donotions and auction items.  


